
PSCI 5351: Foundations of Political Science 
Fall 2022 

 
Thursday: 6:30-9:20. Wooten Hall 111 
 
Instructor: Idean Salehyan (idean@unt.edu) 
Office Hours: Thursday 4pm-5:30pm.  Wooten Hall 146, or by appointment. 
 
 
Objectives: 
This course serves as an introduction to the discipline of political science and exposes graduate 
students to general themes and topics that political scientists study on a regular basis.  Generally 
speaking, political science is the study of how societies are governed and the distribution of 
power in decision making.  Broad questions that political scientists ask include: whose interests 
are represented by the state?  How do institutions structure decision-making and policy 
outcomes?  How do citizens attempt to influence the political process?  What explains political 
violence and warfare?  How do states and markets influence one another to determine the 
distribution of resources in society? 
 
The traditional subfields of political science have addressed these topics in various ways, each 
with their own epistemology and dominant methodological approaches.  This course will draw 
upon all major subfields of political science, including American Politics, Comparative Politics, 
International Relations, and Political Theory to explore how they address common themes in the 
discipline.  Rather than focusing on the subfields in isolation, the objective of the course is to put 
the subfields in conversation with one another to develop a synthetic understanding of political 
processes.  Students will come away with a deeper understanding of approaches to, and topics in, 
political science as they decide upon their own intellectual pursuits. 
 
 
Grade requirements: 
 

A. Participation (30%).  It is essential that you come prepared to every class session and 
actively participate in discussions of the readings.  Speaking up frequently is not as 
important as offering constructive, insightful comments and reflections on the readings 
for the week.  That said, you should be participating in every class discussion and I will 
be keeping track of who is regularly contributing to the seminar.  Students may want to 
come prepared with a few, pre-written questions and/or observations about the course 
material if that helps to organize your thoughts.  At all times, I expect students to be 
respectful and considerate of one another, even as we discuss potentially controversial 
topics. 

B. Reflection papers (20% each x 2 = 40%).  Each week’s topic is previewed by a set of 
overarching questions, listed on the syllabus below.  You are to write two papers over the 
course of the semester, responding to the prompt.  These topics will be divided during the 
first session.  It is important to discuss all of the readings for that week when answering 
the question(s).  However, you are not limited to that week’s readings.  You are 
encouraged to make connections across topics, weeks, classes, etc, as you thoroughly 



explore the subject under consideration.  These papers should be approximately 4-5 
pages, double spaced.  At the end of your paper, include 2-3 questions on the week’s 
theme for discussion in class. 

 
Reflection papers should be distributed to the entire class at least 24 hours before the 
relevant session. 
 
Tips for writing your reflection papers: 

1. You should have a clear thesis, or argument, which provides a thorough 
response to the question(s).  The thesis is your original argument. This should 
appear in the first paragraph of your essay and guide the rest of the paper.  A 
good paper has a clear, compelling message that is readily apparent to the 
reader. 

2. Avoid simply summarizing the readings—this is lazy and boring.  While the 
paper may contain some summary, your job is to critique the readings, 
synthesize the arguments, point out areas of commonality or difference, 
discuss major theoretical debates, challenge conventional wisdom, find new 
areas of exploration, discuss the historical trajectory of political science, etc.  
How you craft your paper is up to you, but it should get the class to think 
deeply about the subject matter. 

3. Organize the paper into clear, easy to follow paragraphs.  A paragraph should 
contain one thought or idea, which logically flows to the next.  Good writing 
is an essential skill, and a well-organized paper is a pleasure to read.   

4. Proof read your paper carefully.  Spelling and grammatical mistakes detract 
from your argument. 

5. You aren’t expected to know everything.  This is your first semester in 
graduate school, and many of the concepts and topics we will be exploring 
may be new to you—that is OK.  Be confident in what you do know and 
present your own thoughts with assertiveness.  However, avoid making broad 
claims that you cannot back up with solid theory or evidence.   

6. Smart ideas will shine on their own.  Big words and complex, confusing 
sentences do not mask anything, or compensate for a lack of depth. 

 
C. Final Exam (30%). During the last class session, I will distribute a list of questions, 

covering the major themes and topics of this course.  You will write one essay per 
question, of approximately 3-4 pages, double spaced.  The instructions for the final exam 
will be distributed later in the course.  The exam is due Thursday, December 15 by 5pm. 

 
 
 Readings: 
There are no books required for purchase in this course.  Instead, all readings will be posted on 
the course website on Canvas (https://unt.instructure.com/).  If you are interested in particular 
topics in political science (e.g. international conflict, elections, political philosophy), you would 
do well to purchase the entire book listed in the syllabus below. 
 
 



Course Schedule 
 
1. Course Preliminaries (September 1) 
 

Almond, Gabriel A., and Stephen J. Genco. "Clouds, clocks, and the study of 
politics." World politics 29, no. 4 (1977): 489-522. 

 
 
2. Political Science as a Social Science Discipline (September 8) 
What is political science? How has the discipline of political science evolved?  How does it 
relate to other social sciences?   
 

Aristotle, Politics, Book III, Ch 6-13. 
 
Weber, Max. 1918. “Politics as a Vocation.” 
 
Almond, Gabriel A. "Political Science: The History of the Discipline." A new handbook 
of political science 75-82 (1996): 50. 
 
Miller, Gary J. "The impact of economics on contemporary political science." Journal of 
Economic literature 35, no. 3 (1997): 1173-1204. 
 
Simon, Herbert A. "Human nature in politics: The dialogue of psychology with political 
science." The American political science review (1985): 293-304. 
 
Milner, Helen V. "Rationalizing politics: The emerging synthesis of international, 
American, and comparative politics." International Organization (1998): 759-786. 
 

 
3. Origins of the Modern State I (September 15) 
 Why do we have government at all?  Where did modern states come from? What other forms of 
governance have existed throughout history? What are the consequences of anarchy (lack of 
government) in the international system? 
 

Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction, Chapters XIII, XVII.  Read online at: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3207/3207-h/3207-h.htm 

 
Scott, James C. The art of not being governed: An anarchist history of upland Southeast 
Asia. Nus Press, 2010, Chapter 1. 
 
Wright, Henry T. "Recent research on the origin of the state." Annual Review of 
Anthropology 6, no. 1 (1977): 379-397. 
 
Tilly, Charles. Coercion, capital, and European states, AD 990-1992. Oxford: Blackwell, 
1992. Chapter 3. 
 



Waltz, Theory of International Politics. Chapter 6. 
 
Milner, Helen. 1991.  “The Assumption of Anarchy in International Relations Theory: A 
Critique.” Review of International Studies. 17(1): 67-85 
 

 
 
4. Origins of the Modern State II (September 22) 
How did colonialism spread state-based governance to other parts of the world?   How did 
colonial projects differ?  What are the consequences of colonialism for state development in the 
Global South? 
 

Frantz Fanon, 1963. “On Violence,” Wretched of the Earth. New York: Gove.  pp. 1-52 
 
Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. "The colonial origins of 
comparative development: An empirical investigation." American economic review 91, 
no. 5 (2001): 1369-1401. 
 
Vogt, Manuel. "Ethnic stratification and the equilibrium of inequality: ethnic conflict in 
postcolonial states." International organization 72, no. 1 (2018): 105-137 

 
Jackson, Robert H. "Quasi-states, dual regimes, and neoclassical theory: International 
jurisprudence and the Third World." International Organization 41, no. 4 (1987): 519-
549. 
 
King, Desmond S., and Rogers M. Smith. "Racial orders in American political 
development." American political science review (2005): 75-92. 

Cardoso, F. H. (1979), 'Dependency and development in Latin America'. University of 
California Press. In, The Globalization and Development Reader: Perspectives on 
Development and Global Change, Second Edition. Edited by J. Timmons Roberts, Amy 
Bellone Hite, and Nitsan Chorev. 

 
 
5. Political Culture (September 29) 
How do deeply held values and beliefs influence political outcomes? Are political orders the 
result of cultural beliefs?  Do differences in values, norms, and traditions, shape political 
processes? 

 
DeTocqueville, Democracy in America, Chs 2-4. 
 
Almond, Gabriel A., Verba, Sidney The Civic Culture. Boston, MA: Little, Brown and 
Company, 1965, Ch 1. 

 



Inglehart, Ronald. "Post-materialism in an environment of insecurity." American political 
science review 75, no. 4 (1981): 880-900. 

 
Jacoby, William G. "Is there a culture war? Conflicting value structures in American 
public opinion." American Political Science Review 108, no. 4 (2014): 754-771. 

 
Finnemore, Martha, and Kathryn Sikkink. "International norm dynamics and political 
change." International organization 52, no. 4 (1998): 887-917. 
 
Huntington, S.P., 1996. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. 
Chapter 9. 

 
 
6. Collective Action (October 6) 
How do social actors cooperate to achieve common objectives?  How and why do groups form to 
pursue common interests?  How do social groups attempt to influence policy change? 
 

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action.  Chapter 1.  
 
Ostrom, Elinor. "Collective action and the evolution of social norms." Journal of 
economic perspectives 14, no. 3 (2000): 137-158. 
 
Putnam, Robert. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital.” Journal of 
Democracy. 6(1). 
 
Lupia, Arthur, and Gisela Sin. "Which public goods are endangered?: How evolving 
communication technologies affect the logic of collective action." Public choice 117, no. 
3 (2003): 315-331. 

 
Sandler, Todd, and Keith Hartley. "Economics of alliances: The lessons for collective 
action." Journal of economic literature39, no. 3 (2001): 869-896. 

 
 
7. Political Institutions I (democracy) (October 13) 
How do institutions shape political interactions and the quality of government?  How do 
variations in institutional arrangements affect political outcomes?  How do institutional actors 
relate to one another in the formation of policy? 
 

Hamilton, Madison. Federalist Papers (no. 47-48; 69-70,) 
 
March, James G., and Johan P. Olsen. "The new institutionalism: Organizational factors 
in political life." American political science review 78.3 (1983): 734-749. 
 
Linz, Juan J. "The perils of presidentialism." Journal of democracy 1, no. 1 (1990): 51-
69. 
 



Tsebelis, George. "Decision making in political systems: Veto players in presidentialism, 
parliamentarism, multicameralism and multipartyism." British journal of political 
science (1995): 289-325. 
 
McCubbins, Mathew D., and Thomas Schwartz. "Congressional oversight overlooked: 
Police patrols versus fire alarms." American journal of political science (1984): 165-179. 
 
Binder, Sarah A. "The dynamics of legislative gridlock, 1947–96." American Political 
Science Review 93, no. 3 (1999): 519-533. 

 
 
8. Political Institutions II (Autocracy and International Institutions) (October 20) 
Do political institutions constrain leaders in authoritarian systems?  Can international 
institutions mitigate the effects of anarchy?  Are political institutions merely reflections of 
underlying power, or do they have independent effects? 
 

Diamond, Larry. "Elections without democracy: Thinking about hybrid regimes." Journal 
of democracy 13, no. 2 (2002): 21-35. 
 
Gandhi, Jennifer, and Adam Przeworski. "Authoritarian institutions and the survival of 
autocrats." Comparative political studies 40, no. 11 (2007): 1279-1301. 
 
Pepinsky, Thomas. "The institutional turn in comparative authoritarianism." British 
Journal of Political Science 44, no. 3 (2014): 631-653. 

 
Mearsheimer, John J. "The false promise of international institutions." International 
security 19, no. 3 (1994): 5-49. 

 
Axelrod, Robert, and Robert O. Keohane. "Achieving cooperation under anarchy: 
Strategies and institutions." World Politics: A Quarterly Journal of International 
Relations (1985): 226-254. 
 
Martin, Lisa L., and Beth A. Simmons. "Theories and empirical studies of international 
institutions." International organization(1998): 729-757. 
 

 
9. Political Participation I (Elections and Electoral Systems) (October 27) 
What is the meaning of representation and how does it relate to democracy? How do voters 
make decisions about who will represent them?  How do electoral systems structure the 
strategies of voters and political parties?  
 

Pitkin, Hanna Fenichel. "Representation and democracy: uneasy alliance." Scandinavian 
Political Studies 27, no. 3 (2004): 335-342. 

 
Downs, Anthony. "An economic theory of political action in a democracy." Journal of 
political economy 65, no. 2 (1957): 135-150. 



 
Popkin, S.L., 2020. The reasoning voter: Communication and persuasion in presidential 
campaigns. University of Chicago Press.  Chapters 1-3. 

 
Blais, André, and Louis Massicotte. "Electoral systems." Comparing democracies 2 
(1996): 40-69. 

 
Moravcsik, Andrew. "Is there a ‘democratic deficit in world politics? A framework for 
analysis." Government and opposition 39, no. 2 (2004): 336-363. 
 
 

 
10. Political Participation II (Social Movements) (November 3) 
[Note: The instructor will be out of town during this class session.  We will not be meeting 
on November 3.  Instead, we will be discussing this topic the following week, where we will 
be combining classes] 
 
How do people attempt to influence political outcomes through non-institutionalized forms of 
participation?  How do protests and social movements form? How do marginalized groups, who 
have traditionally lacked access to political power, attempt to assert themselves in politics? 
 

Bell Hooks, Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center, Ch. 1 & 4. 
 
McCarthy, John D., and Mayer N. Zald. "Resource mobilization and social movements: 
A partial theory." American journal of sociology 82, no. 6 (1977): 1212-1241. 

 
Wasow, Omar. "Agenda seeding: How 1960s black protests moved elites, public opinion 
and voting." American Political Science Review 114, no. 3 (2020): 638-659. 

 
Lohmann, Susanne. "The dynamics of informational cascades: The Monday 
demonstrations in Leipzig, East Germany, 1989–91." World politics 47, no. 1 (1994): 42-
101. 
 
Stephan, Maria J., and Erica Chenoweth. "Why civil resistance works: The strategic logic 
of nonviolent conflict." International security 33, no. 1 (2008): 7-44. 
 
Keck, Margaret E., and Kathryn Sikkink. "Transnational advocacy networks in 
international and regional politics." International social science journal 51, no. 159 
(1999): 89-101 

 
11. Order, Conflict, and Violence I (November 10) 
What explains large-scale warfare and the breakdown of political order?  How can war within 
and between states be prevented? 
 

Immanuel Kant, "Perpetual Peace.” Section II, 1-3. 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/50922/50922-h/50922-h.htm 



James D. Fearon. 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Organization 
49 (Summer), 379‐414. 

Walter, Barbara F. "Bargaining failures and civil war." Annual Review of Political 
Science 12, no. 1 (2009): 243-261. 
 
Oneal, John R., and Bruce Russett. "The Kantian peace: The pacific benefits of 
democracy, interdependence, and international organizations, 1885–1992." World 
politics 52, no. 1 (1999): 1-37. 
 
Hegre, Håvard, et al. "Toward a democratic civil peace? Democracy, political change, 
and civil war, 1816–1992." American political science review 95, no. 1 (2001): 33-48. 
 
Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. "Greed and grievance in civil war." Oxford economic 
papers 56, no. 4 (2004): 563-595. 

 
 
12. Order, Conflict, and Violence II (November 17) 
Do ethnic and religious differences lead to political instability? What challenges do nationalism 
and group identity pose for current states? How can cultural differences be accommodated 
without resort to conflict? 
 

Taylor, Charles. "The politics of recognition." In Campus wars, pp. 249-263. Routledge, 
2021. 
 
Connor, Walker. "Nation-Building or Nation-Destroying?” World Politics. 24(3): 319-
355. 
 

Abramowitz, Alan, and Jennifer McCoy. "United States: Racial resentment, negative 
partisanship, and polarization in Trump’s America." The ANNALS of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science 681, no. 1 (2019): 137-156 
 
Varshney, Ashutosh. "Ethnic conflict and civil society: India and beyond." World 
politics (2001): 362-398. 

 
Lijphart, Arend. 2004. “Constitutional design for divided societies.” Journal of 
Democracy. 15(2): 96-109 

 
Cederman, Lars-Erik, Kristian Skrede Gleditsch, Idean Salehyan, and Julian 
Wucherpfennig. "Transborder ethnic kin and civil war." International Organization 67, 
no. 2 (2013): 389-410. 

 
 
 
 
 



13. States and Markets I (December 1) 
How do states and markets work to allocate economic resources in society? How do 
governments attempt to manage the economy?  Whose interests are served by government 
interventions into economic life?   
 

Marx, Karl and Frederick Engels. 1848. Manifesto of the Communist Party.  
 
Olson, Mancur. "Dictatorship, democracy, and development." American political science 
review (1993): 567-576. 
 
Lake, David A., and Matthew A. Baum. "The invisible hand of democracy: political 
control and the provision of public services." Comparative political studies 34, no. 6 
(2001): 587-621. 

 
Gilens, Martin, and Benjamin I. Page. "Testing theories of American politics: Elites, 
interest groups, and average citizens." Perspectives on politics 12, no. 3 (2014): 564-581. 
 
Duflo, Esther. "Women empowerment and economic development." Journal of Economic 
literature 50, no. 4 (2012): 1051-79. 
 
Wright, Joseph. "Do authoritarian institutions constrain? How legislatures affect 
economic growth and investment." American Journal of Political Science 52, no. 2 
(2008): 322-343. 

 
 
14. States and Markets II (December 8) 
How do states attempt manage the international economy? How does globalization affect 
political processes?  Is globalization a threat to national sovereignty? 
 

Smith, Adam. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations. Book IV, 
Ch. 2. https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3300/3300-h/3300-h.htm 
 
Ruggie, John Gerard. "International regimes, transactions, and change: embedded 
liberalism in the postwar economic order." International organization 36, no. 2 (1982): 
379-415 
 
Hiscox, Michael J. "Class versus industry cleavages: inter-industry factor mobility and 
the politics of trade." International Organization 55, no. 1 (2001): 1-46. 
 
Colantone, Italo, and Piero Stanig. "The trade origins of economic nationalism: Import 
competition and voting behavior in Western Europe." American Journal of Political 
Science 62, no. 4 (2018): 936-953. 

 
Rodrik, Dani. "Populism and the economics of globalization." Journal of international 
business policy 1, no. 1 (2018): 12-33 
 



Drezner, Daniel W. "The system worked: Global economic governance during the Great 
Recession." World Politics 66, no. 1 (2014): 123-164. 

 
 
 
FINAL EXAM DUE: DECEMBER 15, 5pm 
 
 
Course Policies 
 
Academic Integrity: The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on 
academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty 
and sabotage).  Students in this class should review the policy, which is located at: 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.   
Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties 
and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by 
following the procedures laid down in the UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student 
Standards of Academic Integrity.” 
 
Policies on academic dishonesty can be found here: http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-
integrity.htm 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS-STATEMENT OF ADA COMPLIANCE: The University of 
North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be 
provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that 
students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during 
their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see 
the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also 
contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 
conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will 
not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior 
will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center 
for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the 
Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field 



trips, etc. 
 
The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. All 
students must treat the instructor, the other students, and the classroom setting with respect.  
The same is true for the instructor. Therefore: 

• All potentially disruptive electronic devices must be silenced. 
• Students  should  not  send  text  messages,  have  side  conversations,  fall  asleep,  or  

read irrelevant materials during class. 
• Students should be on time and stay for the entire period. 
• Please show respect for alternative opinions and points of view. 
• Please note that expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


